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engines that generate essential revenue for
local communities, including those in Califor-
nia’s San Joaquin Valley.

During National Health Center Week, we
celebrate the legacy of America’s health cen-
ters, and their vital role in shaping the past,
present, and future of America’s health care
system. | encourage all Americans to take part
in this week by visiting their local health center
and celebrating the important partnership be-
tween America’s health centers and the com-
munities they serve.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Golden Valley Health Centers for
their work to provide quality health care for the
communities of the San Joaquin Valley. It is
both fitting and appropriate that we honor
them and recognize the role they play in main-
taining the wellbeing of our communities dur-
ing National Health Center Week.

———
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Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | offer my
heartfelt congratulations to Sally Panzar, a
resident of York Haven, Pennsylvania, on her
upcoming retirement after nearly 25 years of
service to the United States of America.

Technical Sergeant Panzar currently serves
as the Unit Training Manager and Unit Deploy-
ment Manager at the 193 Special Operations
Wing Logistics Squadron. She entered the
United States Air Force in 1993, and served in
numerous assignments, to include humani-
tarian missions such as TROPICARE 2013, as
well as Turkey and Saudi Arabia during Oper-
ation Northern Watch and Operation Southern
Watch, respectively.

Her numerous commendations and awards,
including the Air Force Commendation Medal,
the Air Force Achievement Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal and others, are a tes-
tament to her steadfast courage, personal in-
tegrity, dedication, and impeccable character.
Her enduring legacy of service to our Nation
is truly exceptional and sets a standard for all
to follow.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | commend and congratu-
late my fellow soldier, Technical Sergeant
Sally Panzar, upon her retirement and for her
tireless service to the United States of Amer-
ica.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the City of Santa Rosa
in California’s Fifth Congressional District as
we celebrate the city’s 150th anniversary.
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Santa Rosa was officially incorporated in
1868 as the third city in Sonoma County. Cur-
rently, the city has a population of over
175,000 residents living within its 41.5 square
miles. Santa Rosa is the largest city in the
North Bay and the fifth most populous city in
the San Francisco Bay Area and the 28th
most populous in California. Santa Rosa is
known to be one of the great centers of Cali-
fornia’s viticulture community. The city and its
surrounding region is home to hundreds of
wineries, big and small, which play a central
and dominant role in our region’s tourism in-
dustry.

Santa Rosa has a vibrant arts community
and has been the setting of numerous films for
many decades. Our town’s historic buildings
have been backdrops for movies including
Shadow of a Doubt, Pollyanna, Peggy Sue
Got Married and Cheaper by the Dozen. The
city is also home to the Summer Repertory
Theater, Santa Rosa Symphony, Sonoma
County Philharmonic and many other world-
class arts organizations.

Santa Rosa is also known for being the
home of Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC),
one of the most renowned community colleges
in California and the whole of the United
States. SRJC is an important institution in our
city that serves recent high school graduates
and people who are continuing their education
alike.

Santa Rosa has been home to numerous
significant Americans for over a century. Re-
nowned horticulturalist Luther Burbank, ac-
tress Natalie Wood and nationally celebrated
cartoonist Charles M. Schultz all called Santa
Rosa home at one point during their lives. Mr.
Burbank summed up the beauty and special
character of Santa Rosa as “the chosen spot
of all this earth as far as Nature is con-
cerned.”

Mr. Speaker, the City of Santa Rosa is the
home of prominent historical and cultural as-
sets. It is therefore fitting and proper that we
honor its 150th anniversary here today.
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Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it's my honor
to recognize the Nehemiah Project on the oc-
casion of its 30th anniversary. Through excep-
tional leadership and steadfast devotion to
their community, the men and women of the
Nehemiah Project have become indispensable
parts of Michigan’s First District.

Named after the biblical man who helped re-
build Jerusalem, the Nehemiah Project has
worked for three decades to help those in
need rebuild the broken parts of their lives.
The group was formed in 1988 after several
area churches came together to create a non-
denominational ministry to help Northern
Michigan’s homeless and opened their first
shelter, the Nehemiah House, in Petoskey.
Since then, the group has opened three other
locations nearby: the Mary Margaret House,
which accommodates women and children;
the Grace House, a transitional apartment;
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and Hope Hall, which is used as office space
for Nehemiah staff. Hope Hall also serves as
a warming area in the winter and houses Bible
study sessions and classes on job and com-
puter skills, budgeting, and parenting. Over
the last 30 years, the Nehemiah Project’s
focus on community, self-fulfilment, and moti-
vation have directly improved the lives of hun-
dreds of Michiganders that have fallen on hard
times. In honor of its 30th anniversary, the Ne-
hemiah Project will host an open house from
noon to 3 p.m. on Sunday, August 19, at its
36 Bridge Street location in Petoskey.

Mr. Speaker, it's my honor to recognize the
administrators and volunteers of the Nehemiah
Project for three decades of excellence in
service to the people of Northern Michigan.
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing
the First District is home to such a dedicated
and selfless group of people. On behalf of my
constituents, | wish the Nehemiah Project all
the best in its future endeavors.

———
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Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and celebrate Rapoport Academy’s 20-
year milestone of educating economically dis-
advantaged students in Waco, Texas.

Rapoport Academy focuses on serving its
student population by providing an exceptional
education that prepares them for college, ca-
reer, and life. It is an honor to represent
Rapoport Academy, as well as its staff, stu-
dents, and families in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Under the leadership of Dr. Nancy Grayson,
East Waco Innovative School Development,
Inc., now known as Rapoport Academy, was
awarded a charter by the Texas State Board
of Education in March 1998. The Academy
opened as a public charter school in the fall of
1998 for pre-kindergarten through second
grade. The school has since expanded in both
size and grade levels, and currently has over
850 students enrolled.

In 2003, middle school classes were added,
and in 2006, the Academy was awarded a
second charter to develop a high school. The
high school was awarded both the Texas
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
(T-STEM), and the Texas Early College High
School (ECHS) designations as part of the
Texas High School Project through the Com-
munities Foundation of Texas, which is funded
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and
the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation.

For 20 years, Rapoport Academy has fol-
lowed six core values: Respect, Responsibility,
Integrity, Curiosity, Creativity and Hard Work.
The staff, teachers, and students at the Acad-
emy are committed to these values, and they
encourage one another to strive for them.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commemo-
rating Rapoport Academy for reaching this
noteworthy 20-year milestone while preparing
students to reach their full potential, discover
their passions, embrace diversity, and become
independent thinkers.

| have requested that a United States flag
be flown over the United States Capitol to
honor Rapoport Academy’s 20th anniversary.
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